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115 ) Animal Proverbs

Animals symbolize many different ideas and feelings in the Western world. In proverbs, they can be
used to represent humans as a group as well as humans with particular characteristics.

Look at these wonderful animal proverbs and their implications: _
@ The Early Bird Gets The Worm.

In order to seize certain opportunities, arriving first or early can
result in a higher chance of success.

€ Even a Worm Will Turn.
Even a timid person will fight if pushed hard enough.

€ When The Cat’s Away, The Mice Will Play.
People will slack off and stop working hard when no one is
watching them.

& Every Dog Has His Day.
Even the most humble person will have a period of success or triumph.

@ A Leopard Can’t Change His Spots.
People can’t change their basic nature.

€ You Can Lead a Horse To Water, But You Can’t Make It Drink.

You can provide someone with a great opportunity, but you can’t force
them to take it.

@ A Fox Smells Its Own Lair First.
You believe that others have the same faults as yourself.

@ There’s a Black Sheep In Every Flock.
There is a scoundrel in every family.

By using animals, proverbs can tell life lessons g

about people in a more subtle, indirect way. Animal N i :
proverbs also remind humans that we are part of the natural world. Our actions may seem special

and unique, but animal proverbs show that we often behave the same way as the other animals that

share our planet. .
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