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From 16 - 29 August, 2019, the MBC Australia Study
Tour 2019 took place in Tweed Head, NSW, Australia.
Six of our students (Agnes, Charity, Helen, Joe, Kailey,
and Nicola) were fully sponsored by the MBC Foundation
Fund and studied at the Pacific Coast Christian School for
two weeks. Special thanks go to Mr Samuel Lee who led
this tour and did an outstanding job.

This study tour experience was designed to give MBC
students an opportunity to engage in an intensive program

to improve their English, particularly
their listening and speaking skills. All
six students selected for the programme
possess exceptional skills in English at
MBC. They adapted well to living and
studying in a Christian school environ- §
ment in Australia. On 25 November §
2019, they shared their unique learning
experience in their weekly assembly in
front of the whole school. Read on to
see what Agnes shared.

By English Department
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A Journal about my study tour in Australia
Day 1 Agne; Mok 56D

Today is the day we arrived in Australia and met our host family. We
didn’t meet the others, but we did meet the mother, Eve, who is really
nice, kind and caring. She took Mr. Lee and me to the Sports Center,
where Christians have a get-together dinner on the weekend. At least
once or twice a month, they each share their own stories about them-
= selves after dinner and then pray.

= L

We got to the church where Eve, our household mum, goes. There was so much gy
energy and loud excitement. It was nothing like our school nor churches back in "
Macau. I would actually enjoy going every Sunday. Later we got fish and chips |
for lunch and went to the beach to enjoy the view. Eve said there are sometimes
whales that pass by - big blue whales. We got ice cream afterwards and went home
to get some rest before we went to the art gallery. It was amazing! It was nothing
like Macau’s. You can actually go up close to check out the art and I heard from

my host family that that art gallery was one of the best and had won many prizes.

Day 3
The first day of school was a bit awkward - starting in the middle of the day. I did, however, get to talk to one
of the students. She was a pretty funny one, but she also likes to study. She was called Kira. I discovered that
the students were preparing for their exams.

7R

Day 4
The second day of school was pretty good. We had a lot of fun in Drama
class, we got to play some drama games, and I made some friends - Haedan,
Sofie, and more. Then, in PE class we got to play volleyball, and our team
was pretty great, because we won with the most scores. Finally, we made a
new friend who was from Hong Kong who also had a study tour there. He
had been there since 3 August. We played a card game that everyone knows
— ‘UNQO’. At night we got to go to another person’s house to have dinner.
A, # They were a nice old couple that Eve worked with.
Day 5
On the third day of school, we got to hang out with Year 9 and 10 students %
who were so cool and nice. We had lunch together and then later we played §
their games like red rover and tag. It was really fun! We also played soccer § o
and volleyball together.

Then, we went to a shopping mall that was really big and pretty spacious as
well. I'm not saying it was empty, it was just that big, and it had a lot of small |
shops too. I wish I could have walked in every store to check them all out.

Day 6

Because the students were preparing for their exams, we didn’t get to do much in class. Although, my Drama,
Math and English classes were very interesting. Maybe it’s easy, and we’ve all probably learned what they
have learned, but we got to experience how they did it in their classes. Before they start, the teachers will pray
then later start the lesson. We got to learn about the Bible Code, and it was much more interesting than what we
learn at school. We went to a shopping mall called ‘Tweed City’ after school. It was pretty cool, plus another
thing I noticed is that most people don’t wear shoes to go out.
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It’s Book Week for the school, so mostly everyone was wearing an outfit
they wanted to dress up in. Everyone looked so cool and adorable. We got to
see their shows, they sang songs and read out poems. It was also Grandpar-
ents Day, so the kids performed for their grandparents. After going to school,
I went to the youth party at church. We had hot chocolate, and we played
some games. There was a preacher at the end. She was really amazing and
did good preaching. It was so touching that I was moved to tears. One of the
leaders that lead this party came over and prayed for me and cheered me up.
I felt safe around a lot of people for the first time in a Church.

We went shopping at the Pacific Fair for the rest of the day after going to
church. The shopping mall, a three-storey building, had so much stuff to
see, and it was three times bigger than our shopping malls here in Macau. It
might even take a day or two to check everything and every corner.

Day 9

It is Eve’s birthday today. Samuel and I gave her a birthday card and a small [

flowerpot. Then we went to the zoo where we saw heaps of animals. We fed
the “Emus” and the Red Kangaroos. Unfortunately, we didn’t get to hug or
feed the koalas, but we did get to feed the parrots. There were a lot of them!

They were so cute and noisy as well.

RS T L W
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Day 11

We went to Brisbane today, and it was about 2 hours drive. When ! L
we arrived there, we first went to the zoo and we got to hold a koala. =8 Mgﬁ%ﬁ Olley QUiLTY
Next, we went to a few universities. The universities were pretty big, :

bigger than a shopping mall, probably. There were plants and trees
all around. Even in the cities there is plenty of green all around. It’s
all in pretty good condition too. Later, we went to an art museum.

When we got home, I made chocolate balls for them as a small special
gift. They loved it, and it was my first time in forever to make sweets for
someone. It really made my heart warm and cozy.

Day 10

It was a weird day for me at school. It was neither bad nor good, just
neutral. However, after coming home, we played UNO. I almost died
laughing at Elijah’s jokes. He’s my homestay brother. I’ve never been
happy and felt stupid at the same time. I haven’t felt like this for such a
long time. It was great that [ was finally able to have fun with the home-
stay kids, even if they were annoying, they were pretty fun to be around
with, and I’'m really glad that I got to stay with them. Hopefully, God can

continue to bless this little family.
L
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It was stunning! The artwork was bigger than me! Everywhere was S5

so colorful. It was of course not only colorful, but it also showed
colours of reality, like depression, anxiety, and sadness. You could
actually feel that all in one place. One artist made throughout his
life in the war, it was beautiful and sad at the same time.




Day 12
It was our last day in school today. Everybody in the class was shocked, and some
came and gave us hugs. We got our certificates and we were happy and sad at the

We had fun in the last period - the last time we would be playing with the local
students, the last time we’ll be seeing them. I’1l miss this school and the students.
I’ve had so much fun here!

Day 13: The Last Day in Australia, Gold Coast.
This was the last day to see Australia, the last day to see Eve, who took very good care of us and made us very
happy and gave us enjoyable days. She’s a single mother who takes care of three kids - it is very impressive I
must say. It must be a hard life for her, but she still makes every effort to make her children happy and healthy.
She’s a very good mother and deserves a lot of love and respect. I’'m going to miss her a lot. I felt like I was
loved and cared for all of those days and I needn’t ask for more, it was more than enough. As for the kids,
they’re a lot of work to cope with, but they’re still great kids and goofy personalities - so adorable. 1 hope to
see them all again one day, hopefully sometime in the future.

I want to thank Principal Lee and all the teachers that supported me, who helped me get
through all the hard times I had during the preparation. I never thought of myself to be |
able to get this far. I cannot thank you all enough. I was truly glad and honored to be able
to go to Australia to experience life there. It was really worth my while. It’s funny that I
even regret how nervous I was at the beginning and didn’t know what to expect, but I’ve
learned that sometimes we shouldn’t have too many expectations, but rather just relax,
let it flow. Then you’ll truly be happy to enjoy life.
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