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Linguistic Coding Deficit:
The Implicit Reason for Low Motivation in Learning English

l K C Lee

English teachers of secondary schools in Macau
always complain that their students’ poor language level
is attributed to their low motivation, poor attitude, or lack
of verbal memory training. As a matter of fact, there has
been numerous amounts of research done by experts on
A SRR learning problems for SEN students. They insist that poor
linguistic coding ability, which is unfamiliar with most English teachers, is indeed a contributing factor. The
technical term is “Linguistic Coding Deficit Hypothesis (LCDH).

LCDH was fully investigated by two learning disabilities experts, Richard Sparks and Leonore Ganschow,
in the 1990s. They claimed that people differ in their ability to handle phonological-orthographic processing
operations in learning foreign language, the same case as in learning their native one. According to the studies
published by International Dyslexia Association, many schoolchildren, when they begin learning how to read
(their critical months), will experience apparent difficulties in doing literacy tasks (native or foreign language)
given by teachers. In terms of clinical medicine, it is called language-based learning disability. Under specific
circumstances for some families, those children, unfortunately, remain undetected. It is obvious that their
learning difficulties in acquiring foreign language, (English in Macau), may not surface until they come to
junior-high level. However hard those students try, they fail to perform in proper comprehension in written
text in English. They may have a difficult time finding main ideas and key components of the readings. Tasks
such as “paraphrasing” can be even more troublesome.

The concept of linguistic coding deficit has provided an explanation for the difficulties appearing in
students in English classes in terms of three components of language — phonology, syntactics, and semantics.
In order to offer effective solutions to this common phenomenon, the Education Department and primary
and secondary school leaders are advised to seek more professional assistance to screen, observe and guide
those students with English learning difficulties. In addition more concrete reforms to traditional instructional
approaches is extremely necessary.

Notes:
K C Lee is a qualified teacher by DSEJ, teaching Chinese and English Languages in senior-high secondary
levels.
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* bucket
[ “bakit]
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sweep the floor mop the floor . . . o .

2

+ dustpan
[ “dast.pen ]

i : *laundry detergent brush vacuum hose duster  rubber gloves
+ faucet ~v{ash|ngma§hlne @ ~ " [*londr1] [dr'tzdzont ] [br:\}] [‘mt';:m] il [‘:Asw] Teod ?glm]
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\ LENS
3= - We usually clean our house before Chinese
A .
aeE % - New Year. We the floor with a dust-
S « laundry basket
[“londn ] [“beeskit ] pan and a . Also, we

9 ___ I =
the windows by using @ and

. So, we can have a nice
+ clothespin

[iepn] | i Bk | I and clean environment to welcome the New

#5457 clothesline
[Klozlam ]
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